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of the sacrificial arts succeeded in dominating the people of
India. " Devadhmam jagat sarvam^ says a well-known
Sanskrit verse, (< mantrddhmam tadavoatam; tanmantra'
brahmanadhmam^ brdkmana mamadevata^ The universe
is subject to the gods, and the gods are subject to the sacri-
ficial mantras. But the mantras themselves are in the
hands of the Brahmans. Hence the Brahmans are the real
gods, though they live on this earth. The Brahmans could
make him a deity that was not a deity, and they could divest
one that was a deity of his status as such. Thus, like the
pontifices in Ancient Rome, the Brahmans became powerful
and mighty in India.

Of all sacrifices the greatest is that in which a human
being is offered to the gods. There can be no doubt that
human sacrifices were once common in India. " Despite
protestant legends, despite formal disclaimers," says Prof.
E. W. Hopkins, " human sacrifices existed long after the
period of the Rig Veda, where it is alluded to; a period
when even old men were exposed to die." The ritual
manuals and BrBhmanic texts prove that the anddha-
purusha is not a fiction and that a real victim was offered.
A human sacrifice was very expensive, for ordinarily it
cost ' one thousand cattle^ to buy a man to be sacrificed.
It was indeed meritorious for one to put himself to this
heavy expense, and offer a human victim to the gods, but
it would be more meritorious for the very individual to
whose benefit accrued the sacrifice to immolate himself.
Thus was evolved the theory and practice of self-mortification
as a means of coercing the gods to bestow gifts on man.
The Hindu books are full of legendary accounts of the wonder-
ful powers attained through self-mortification and austere
penance. By self-mortification Rn.vana became invulnerable
against gods and demons. By austere fervour Nahusha
obtained the undisputed sovereignty of the three worlds.
Visvamitra, who was born a Kshatriya, raised himself by in-
tense austerities to the Brahman caste. In order to obtain
elevation to the position of a Brahman, Matanga, a Chandaia,
went through such a course of austerities as alarmed the
gods. Indra persistently refused such an impossible request.
Nothing daunted Matanga balanced himself on his great toe-